
Dear Members of the Academic Senate: 
 
It is with great humility that I accept the nomination to serve as the Chair of the Academic Senate of 
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona (Cal Poly Pomona). In accepting this nomination, I am 
committed to serving Cal Poly Pomona and its academic mission as we plan for our historic quarter-to-
semester calendar transition. In all of my roles and responsibilities, I always work in a collaborative 
manner and aim to establish an environment of mutual respect, mutual trust, and mutual understanding 
of the constraints under which we must operate to achieve our collective goals, mission, and vision. 
These three principles of mutual trust, mutual respect, and mutual understanding, all of which involve 
clear and open communication based on transparency and integrity, will guide every decision I make as 
Senate Chair as I work with the Senate and the constituents it serves. 
 

In addition to my teaching and research obligations, I have provided service to Cal Poly Pomona in 
many capacities and at all levels. I have chaired many department, college, and university level 
committees and, in the process, I have gained a deep level of appreciation for both shared governance 
as well as the laws, policies, and procedures that govern our complex operations at a comprehensive 
institution such as Cal Poly Pomona. I have served the Academic Senate since 2009; both as a senator 
(2009-2012, and again since 2013) and a member of Faculty Affairs, General Education, and Executive 
committees, as well as Vice Chair since June 2014. Through my service on the Academic Senate, I have 
come to respect and understand the Senate, its responsibilities as defined in the constitution and 
bylaws, its role in shared governance, and its obligations to the integrity of our academic enterprise. I 
have also developed an immense level of respect and appreciation for the hard and diligent work 
senators do every day to develop and improve policies that serve the best interests of students, faculty, 
staff, and administrators. Outside of the Senate, I currently serve as the Chair of the Biological Sciences 
Department, however, in preparation for serving as the Chair of the Academic Senate, I will step down 
from that role at the end of a successful term (July 2011– July 2015). 
 

It will be an honor for me to serve in the capacity of the Chair of the Academic Senate. Cal Poly 
Pomona is my alma mater, and I consider it a true privilege and honor to have the opportunity to serve 
the very institution that shaped my professional path. With the exception of five years of doctoral and 
post-doctoral work at UCLA, I have spent all of my adult life on this campus (since September 1986). 
Therefore, it is a personal mission of mine to work hard every day to advance as well as build upon the 
excellent traditions of this campus. As Cal Poly Pomona prepares to transition to a semester calendar, it 
is imperative that all faculty, staff, and administrators work together in a collaborative and synergistic 
manner not only to ensure a smooth transition for our students and academic programs, but also to 
build a solid foundation upon which our university can continue on its path toward excellence. Serving 
as the Chair of the Academic Senate will provide me with the opportunity to contribute to this important 
process in a meaningful way. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and support. 
 
Sep Eskandari 
Senator, College of Science 
Professor and Chair, Biological Sciences Department 


